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drawn to the meeting by the remarkable personality of fhe great
democrat Addresses and caskets and tokens of all sorts had poured
in from all parts of the country, and they formed a picturesque
collection. The chair was taken by Pherozeshah, who, in a few
chosen words, asked Sir William Wedderburn to present the address
on behalf of the Congress. That having been done, Mr. Bradlaugh
still weak and feeble from his recent illness, addressed the audience
in words that went straight to the heart of his hearers. He spoke to
them of their limitations; he encouraged them to persevere cease-
lessly, and he reminded them that great reforms had always been
slowly won. "Those who first enterprised them were called seditious,
and sometimes sent to jail as criminals; but the speech and thought
live on. No imprisonment can crush a truth; it may hinder it for a
moment, it may delay it for an hour, but it gets an electric elasticity
inside the dungeon walls, and it grows and moves the whole world
when it comes out." He concluded by declaring that he would always
endeavour according to his judgment to promote greater happiness
for India's people, greater peace for Britain's rule, greater comfort
for the whole of Britain's subjects. The cruel hand of Death, how-
ever, was soon to dash these hopes to the ground, and to snatch away
another of those rare individuals whose hearts throb for the wrongs
and sufferings of their fellowmen under whatever sky they live, and
whose love of freedom knows no geographical or racial limitations.
Another feature of the ' Bradlaugh session/ interesting in a differ-
ent sense, was the manner in which the Congress responded to an
appeal for funds for carrying on propagandist work. An Indian
Political Agency had a short while before been started in England,
and the various Standing Committees of the Congress had promised
fixed contributions for its maintenance. Unfortunately, and there is
no reason to gloss over the fact, many a staunch patriot in those days
disliked the idea of putting his hands in his pockets, and the pro-
mised funds were consequently not forthcoming in two or three
centres, Bombay being among them. Not to pursue a sordid story in
all its details, it is sufficient to say that Mr. Hume was obliged to
write very sharply to Telang, Pherozeshah and other leaders, and the
necessary remittances were thereupon sent There, this tale should
have ended, but unluckily, some person, probably on the look-out